at Bluffview Place

“They take you in, wrap you in their arms and keep you safe and secure.”
								
— Nancy, Survivor/Mother

Every day, I
think about what
StepStone has done
for me, how they
have helped me
believe in myself
when I didn’t,
how they guided
me to become a
responsible young
adult and who I
am today...I am so
thankful for them.”
– Laurie,
Survivor / Child

Who is effected?
Thousands of women in our community live their lives in quiet desperation. Police respond to more than 6,000
calls of domestic violence on average each year, and the numbers are growing.
The fact is, abuse impacts women — and men — at every socio-economic level. It happens behind closed doors in
homes across our city. It happens more often to women, than to men. It happens in your neighborhood, to people
you know. You see them at church, in the grocery store, at the park and in your own child’s school.
Every day these women fear for their lives and the safety of their children. Yet, they cannot escape the cycle of
physical, sexual, emotional and psychological abuse. They need our help.

How does StepStone help?
Women and children arrive at our doorstep with nothing more than the clothes they are wearing. They are often
battered and bruised, and always emotionally scarred and afraid. Since 1995, StepStone (co-founded as New
Hope), has been providing help and hope to abused women and their children. We transform their lives, first by
providing a safe shelter where they can learn to live without fear. In addition to housing, we offer assessment and
therapeutic counseling to help address the long-term effects of trauma associated with domestic violence.
Some of their stories are heartbreaking. Their experiences are beyond comprehension. In our care, they receive
support services such as life skills training, budget counseling, guidance on personal boundaries and healthy
relationships, educational and career goal setting and parenting skills training. We are the only stand-alone
transitional housing program in the state of Kansas for survivors of domestic violence. Soon, we will be growing
to help more women and children than ever before. But, we need your help to make it happen.

Elevation/artistic rendering of StepStone at Bluffview.
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“You opened the doors for great things for me and I don’t think
there will ever be a way to thank you all completely.” – Kate, Survivor/Mother

What a home means to survivors
Only a small percentage of these women will have the courage to leave their abuser. Most will attempt to escape
seven times before they finally succeed. With each return, the abuse accelerates. When they finally succeed in
escaping, most spend a few weeks in an emergency shelter; then they come to StepStone, seeking a home.
Women and children can live in one of our homes for up to two years while they gain the skills to become selfsufficient and free from abuse. These homes give them a place to start over. When they are ready to live on their
own, StepStone provides household furnishings and supplies to get them started.

What makes a home?
A home is far more than a roof and four walls. It’s
a place to make memories, become a real family,
and learn to live together in harmony. StepStone
families want to share meals at the dining room
table, cook together in their own kitchens, and
enjoy a living space where they can play board
games or do home-work assignments.
We make every effort to provide them with the
furnishings they need — from cooking and eating
utensils, to living and dining room furniture, to
beds and bedding. They take these things with
them when they leave us.

I thank
God for
sending me
to you what
a blessing
you all have
been to
me and
the kids.”
– Bethany,

Survivor/Mother

The New Initiative: Meeting the need with Faith, Hope & Love
Through a partnership with Mennonite Housing and Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, StepStone is building a new
apartment complex that will add 28 apartments to our inventory of housing options. The new facility includes
three two-story buildings, each with secure entrances. The three buildings will be completed in Fall of 2016, and
ready to accept families in need. We have named the buildings “Faith, Hope and Love” because this is what StepStone provides.
The total cost to construct “StepStone at Bluffview Place” is estimated at $4.8 million. The sources of that funding
include tax credits awarded by Midwest Housing Equity Group, Affordable Housing Program Grant, a permanent
loan and private fundraising. StepStone will equip each apartment with a stove, microwave, refrigerator, dishwasher, washer and dryer. A playground with equipment will be ready to welcome children into their new homes.
Security fencing and a keyed entrance are planned, along with the amenities of a clubhouse with a community
room, office space, kitchen, safe room and restrooms. Free high-speed Wi-Fi connections will be available in the
clubhouse to support educational assignments, career development and staff communications.

How can you help?
We have the building cost covered, but it takes
money to furnish and operate the apartments.
Your gift in any amount will make a significant
difference. Imagine an abused mother and her
three children, making their beds with fresh,
clean linens, or baking cookies together for an
after-school snack. The donation you give will
go directly toward those personal items that
improve their quality of life — whether it’s
furnishing their home or providing clothing
and toiletries to get their lives back on track.
These families arrive at StepStone with almost
nothing. We want to give them more than the
necessities of a safe home, a bed, and clean
clothes. We want to give them the additional
items to begin their new lives: A kitchen
table, pots and pans, and dishware. Living
room furniture, a television set, and a coffee
table. Bedroom furniture, bedding, an alarm
clock, a toy or two for each child.
All of these things make a difference in their
quality of life, making their transition to
independence a little easier.

FootNote: The names of the victims of abuse included in
this brochure have been changed to protect their privacy.

Give hope. Step up.
The greatest gift we offer is the gift of hope. When there is hope, our survivors
begin to see a brighter future. You can make it happen. Step up and donate to
help domestic abuse survivors who are ready for a new beginning. Your generous
donation will help us double the number of furnished homes StepStone can
offer survivors.

Donate
Donations to StepStone may be sent to:

Director of Development
1329 S Bluffview
Wichita, KS 67218
For more information or to make a secure donation, go to:

stepstoneks.org or call 316-265-1611
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StepStone responds to the critical needs of the survivors of domestic violence by providing supportive
services and transitional housing to nurture lives of stability and hope. Our staff and volunteers are
motivated by the God-given dignity of each person. StepStone is a collaborative ministry of the Sisters
of St. Joseph and the Adorers of the Blood of Christ.
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